
BREAKING INTO ANY INDUSTRY is always hard, but certain 
sectors have tailwinds that make them attractive 
for new entrants. Below are four of today’s hottest 
industries, complete with projected revenue data 
for the next five years from market research 
company IBISWorld. It’s still early days for these 
fields relative to more established sectors,  
but that’s part of what makes them attractive  
if you’re looking to launch your first (or second  
or third) business. Expect many of tomorrow’s 
fastest-growing companies to call them home. 
—GRAHAM WINFREY

The Best Industries 
for Starting a Business 
Right Now

P R E D I C T I N G  T H E  F U T U R E
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CORPORATE 
WELLNESS
—
Corporate wellness 
programs are 
expected to boom 
between now and 
2020 as businesses 
look for ways to 
lower health care 
costs. Each dollar 
business owners 
invest in disease-
management  
services, a subset  
of corporate well-
ness, is expected to 
return $3.80 in 
savings, productivity  
improvements,  
and other benefits,  
according to a report 
by the Rand Corpo-
ration. “Employers 
and employees  
are becoming more 
receptive to corpo-
rate wellness 
programs as atti-
tudes toward health 
and fitness shift 
toward prevention 
and improved 
quality of life,” says 
IBISWorld analyst 
Sarah Turk.

BIOMETRIC 
SCANNING  
SOFTWARE
—
Development of 
software that 
powers eye, finger-
print, and facial 
recognition systems 
is speeding up in 
both the govern-
ment and the 
private sectors, 
fueled largely by 
new mobile tech-
nologies that rely  
on the software for 
authentication. If 
you’re considering 
entering the busi-
ness of biometric 
scanning software, 
there’s good news: 
The cost of develop-
ing these technolo-
gies is coming  
down, which means 
their use is set to  
explode, says 
IBISWorld analyst 
Jeremy Edwards. 

DRONE 
MANUFAC-
TURING
—
The potential uses 
of commercial 
drones—humanitar-
ian relief, scientific 
research, police 
surveillance, freight 
delivery—are virtu-
ally limitless. That’s 
why venture capital-
ists are practically 
begging drone 
companies to take 
money. “Right now, 
if you’re a drone 
startup, you’re going 
to get funding,”  
says Anand Sanwal, 
founder of private 
company invest-
ment database CB 
Insights. “It doesn’t 
even matter what 
you’re doing.”

FRAUD- 
DETECTION 
SOFTWARE
—
Businesses in the 
fraud-detection-
software industry 
witnessed annual 
revenue growth of 
an estimated 35 
percent in 2014, up 
from 29 percent the 
previous year. Still, 
catching fraudsters 
is anything but  
easy, and fraud-
detection-software 
firms must continu-
ously improve their 
offerings. To keep 
up, developers are 
creating software 
that predicts poten-
tial fraud, rather 
than just reacting  
to existing fraud, 
says IBISWorld 
analyst Sarah Kahn.
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For the full list, visit inc.com/best-industries-in-2016

• 
“It’s incredibly difficult to correlate 
wellness programs with dampened 

health care spending, but it’s not hard 
to see productivity gains, cultural 

gains, and affinity gains.” 
—DEREK NEWELL, co-founder and CEO 

of corporate wellness firm Jiff

•
“The drone industry is  

the next gateway to aviation. 
It’s the most accessible 

business opportunity we’ve 
had in aviation in 60 years. 
It’s a big business story.” 
—KEITH KAPLAN, CEO and 

co-founder of the Tesla 
Foundation Group
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