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UP the Way
You Fly

THE MOST INTELLIGENT
PRIVATE AVIATION SOLUTION

Kenny Dichter first revolutionized the private aviation
industry 15 years ago, when he and his partners introduced
the first ever 25-hour jet card. More than a decade later,
Dichter believed that existing programs (fractional, card,
charter, etc.) were not addressing today’s consumer needs.
He was not done blue-skying some novel concepts about
private jet travel.
In 2013, he and Bill Allard founded Wheels Up, a
membership-based private aviation solution that is
leveraging a unique fleet of aircraft,
unsurpassed service, and technology, and in
the process, democratizing the industry.
For a onetime membership fee of
$17,500 and very reasonable annual
dues, Wheels Up members gain
access to a fleet of more than 60
aircraft, which consists of the
8-passenger Beachcraft King
Air 350i and 8-passenger
Citation Excel/XLS aircraft, on
which they can fly for $3,950/
hour and $6,950/hour,
respectively, with up to 24
hours’ notice.
“There are untold numbers of
people who can benefit from
private aviation, but the existing
solutions—large-scale aircraft,
fractional products that require a big
capital outlay, on-demand charters, or
buying your own aircraft—just aren’t right for
them,” Dichter explains. “We came up with the
concept of assembling an exclusive fleet of aircraft ideally
suited to their needs, made available at a fraction of the cost of
traditional fractional or jet card programs.”
Wheels Up has tried to simplify private travel and offer the
most enjoyable member experience possible. Joining the club
and getting started is easy. “Members don’t have to commit to
any level of flight time or minimum spend. They pay their
membership fee, and then they can fly as much or as little as they

like, paying only for the actual time they are on the aircraft,”
Dichter says. “We believe our pricing model and mix of aircraft
make Wheels Up the most intelligent solution in private aviation.”
To further enhance its value proposition, Wheels Up
continues to roll out new features and programs accessible
through its proprietary members-only mobile app. A Ride
Share program, for example, allows members to reduce the
cost of flying private by sharing flights with other members
when they have empty seats on a flight. The app
will post all relevant flight information and
send out an alert to other members. “Not
only does this approach lower the cost
of flying privately, but it also
promotes the concept of ‘social
aviation,’ making it easy for
members to fly with other
members and meet like-minded
new people,” Dichter says.
And then there is the
Wheels Up “Hot Flights”
program, which gives
members the opportunity to
book empty-leg flights on
Wheels Up and partner aircraft,
including larger-cabin aircraft
and helicopters. Dozens of
available flights are posted daily on
the Wheels Up app, updated in real
time, and are available for purchase for
as low as $320 (including taxes and fees)
for the entire aircraft.
Wheels Up recently launched their Shuttle program,
which allows members to book seats on private Wheels Up
Shuttles (operated by Gama Aviation) going to and from
popular destinations and events. The program kicked off with
flights servicing popular vacation destinations in the
Northeast, such as Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, from
New York City and Boston. Further expansion is planned for
additional East and West Coast destinations and around
popular sporting events. ■

